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* Elinurgh, the 8h 5 5 19% "hs 
Convention of Royal cron J ae 
e n reſolution. 


HE Committee af yoiintod to Gude hy 


remit from the Convention, touching the 


purchaſing an area for a > ublic forum or exchange 
at the croſs of Edinburgh, erecting a bun on 
the ruins on the ſouth ſide of the ——— 
containing 4 Borough- room, — roviding proper * 
poſitories for the ublic tecords of the nation, and 
the other uſeful works mentioned in the ſaid remit; 
ÞID REPORT, That they were unanimouſly of 
opinion, that they greatly approve of the intention 
of carrying on theſe works of ſuch a ublic na- 
ture, and fo beneficial to the capital of this part 
of the united kingdom : And in Ader to give the 
more ſolid and effectual countenance to ſo extens 
ſive and commendable a plan, and render the na- 
tional ſubſcriptions for carrying. on the ſame the 
more univerſal, they were of opinion, That the 
Convention ſhould ſignify their hearty approbation 
of the ſaid ſchemes, and, without coming to an 
immediate reſolution to contribute in a conven- 
tional way, ſhould injoin all the particular mem- 
bers of this 8 to lay the ſame before the 
towyn- councils of their reſpective boroughs imme- 
diately on their return home, and uſe their utmoſt 
intereſt with them to come to a reſolution to pro- 
mote this laudable * as the moſt _ 
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1-4: 1 
and eſſectual method to ſecure a generous and hand- 
ſome aſliſtance thereto from the State of Boroughs ; 
and to acquaint the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh 
with the reſolutions which their town-eouncils 
come to: and that this Convermion ſhould recom- 
mend it to their annual committee, to prepare a full 
account of theſe ſchemes, cauſe print and diſperſe 
the ſame over the nation, and fend copies thereof 
to all the boroughs. Which Report being” conſi- 
dered by the Convention, they approve thereof, 
and recommend to the annual committee to pre- 
pare a full account of theſe ſchemes, cauſe print 
and diſperſe the ſame over the nation, and ſend 
copies thereof to all the boroughs; and recom- 
mend to the preſent members to conform them- 
ſelves to the other parts of the report. 


In conſequence of this Act of the Royal 
Boroughs, the following paper was drawn 
up. 
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PUBLIC WORKS 


m the CITY of 


2DINBURGH 
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MONG the ſeveral cauſes to which 1 
the proſperity of a nation may | 18 
be aſcribed, the ſituation, conve- 

niency, and beauty of its capital, 
are ſurely not the leaſt conſiderable. A ca- 
pital where theſe cifcumſtances happen for- 
tunately to concur, ſhould naturally become 

the centre of trade and commerce, of learn- Be: | 

ing and the arts, of politeneſs, and of refine- 211 
ment of every kind. No fooner will the "44 
advantages which theſe neceſlarily produce, 
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— I Ee ea ants 


_ a 
2 


be felt and experienced in the chief eity, = 
than they will diffuſe themſelves through the [7 | 1 
nation, and univerſally promote the fame 1 


{ſpirit of induſtry and improvement. 
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Or this general ee, v. — city of LoN _ 
Don affords the moſt ſtriki exan ple 4 
Upon the moſt ſuperficial roms cannot 
fail to remark its healthful, unconfined ſitu- 
ation, upon a large plain, gently ſhelving to- 
wards the Thames; its neighbourhood to that 
river; its proper diſtance from the ſea; and, 
by conſequence, the great facility witb 
which it is ſupplied with all the neceſſaries, 
and even luxuries of life. No leſs obvious 
are the neatneſs and accommodation of its pri- 
vate houſes ; the beauty and conveniency of 
its numerous ſtreets and open ſquares, - of 
its buildings and bridges, its large parks and 
extenſive walks. When to theſe advantages 
we add its trade and navigation; the, buſi- a 
neſs of the exchange, of the two houſes of 16 
parliament, and of the courts of juſtice; 
the magnificence of the court; the pleaſures - 
of the theatre; and other public entertain- 
ments: in a word, when we furvey this 
mighty concourſe of people, whom buſineſs, 
ambition, curioſity, or the love of pleaſure, 
has aſſembled within ſo narrow a compaſs, 
we need no longer be aſtoniſhed at. that 
ſpirit of induſtry and improvement, which, 
taking its riſe in the city of LoN DON, has 
at length ſpread over the greateſt part of 
SoUTH BRITAIN, animating every art and 
profeſſion, and inſpiring the whole people 
with the greateſt ardour and emulation. 
e To 


29 


edhiraſt the delightful : 


| To Hluftrare: chis further, we-need only | 
proſpect which L. 
Dow affords; with that . 
which is deſtitute of all, INES © £ 
ſiderable number of theſe advantages, So] -_ 
we are, that no one occurs to us more apt -* 
poſite to this purpoſe, than EDI BURG 
the metropolis of Scor LAND When a fü 
rate kingdom, and ſtill che chief eity f 
[mh BRITAIN. The healthfulneſs of 


its ſituation, and its neighbourhdod to the al | 
Forth, muſt no doubt be admitted as very 4M 


favourable circumſtances." But how greatly YM 
are theſe overbalanced by other diſadvanta- | 

es almoſt without number? ' Placed upon 
uw ridge of a hill, it admits but of one good _ 
ſtreet, running from eaſt = welt ; and even _— 
this is tolerably acceſſible on} from one quar- | 
ter. The narrow lanes leading Wache nach | 


and ſouth, by reaſon of their ſteepneſs, 1 1 


narrowneſs, and dirtineſs, can only be con- 
ſidered as ſo many unavoidable i tomy 


Confined by the ſmall compaſs of the walls, 1 
and the narrow limits of the royalty, which 1 
ſcarcely extends beyond the walls, 5 houſes 7 | | 
ſtand more erouded than in any other town | 
in Europe, and are built to a height that is 1 
almoſt incredible. Hence neeeſſarily fol- it 
lows a great want of free air, light, clean- | 1 
lineſs, and every other comfortable accom- ol | 
asse Hence alſo many families, ſome- 1 
times 1M 

1 

i 

3 I 

| 


11 
times no leſs than ten or a: dozen, are obli- 
ed to live overhead of each other in the 
— building; where, to all the other in- 
conveniencies, is added that of a common 


ſtair, which is no other in effect than an up- 


right ſtreet, conſtantly dark and dirty. It 
is owing to the ſame narrow neſs of ſituation, 


that the principal ſtreet is incumbered with 


the herb- market, the fruit- market, and ſe- 
veral others; that the ſhambles are placed 
upon the ſide of the North Loch, rendering 
what was originally an ornament to the 
town, a moſt inſufferable nuſance. No leſs 
obſervable is the great deficiency of public 
buildings. If the parliament-houſe, the 
churches, and a few hoſpitals, be excepted, 
what other have we to boaſt of? There is no 
exchange for our merchants; no ſafe repoſi- 
tory for our public and private records; no 
place of meeting for our magiſtrates and 
town- council; none for the convention of 
our boroughs, which is intruſted with the 
inſpection of trade. To theſe and ſuch 


other reaſons it muſt be imputed, that ſo few 
people of rank reſide, in this city; that it is 
rarely viſited by ſtrangers ; and that ſo many 


local ' prejudices, and narrow notions, in- 
conſiſtent with poliſhed manners and grow- 
ing wealth, are ſtill ſo obſtinately retained. 
To ſuch reaſons alone it muſt be imputed, 
that EDINBURGH, which ought to haye ſet 
| | the 


1 


* 4 . 


1 
the firſt example of induſtry and improve- 
ment, is the laſt of our trading cities that 
has ſhook off the unaccountable ſupineneſs 


which has ſo long and ſo fatally depreſſed 


the ſpirit of this nation. 


Mx FLETCHER of Salton, a very ſpirit- 
ed and manly author, in his ſecond diſcourſe 
on the affairs of SCOTLAND, written ſo 
long ago as the year 1698, has the ſame ob- 
ſervation. © As the happy ſituation of 
«© LoNDON, fays he, has been the princi- 
pal cauſe of the glory and riches of EN G- 
© LAND; fo the bad ſituation of EpiNn- 
& BURGH, has been one great occaſion of 
the poverty and uncleanlineſs in which 
the greater part of the people of ScoT- 
„ LAND live.” „ 


* 


To enlarge and improve this city, to 
adorn it with public buildings, which may 
be a national benefit, and thereby to remove, 
at leaſt in ſome degree, the inconveniencies 
to which it has hitherto been liable, is the 
ſole object of theſe propoſals. Before we 
enter upon a more particular explanation of 
them, it will be proper to mention the mo- 
tives which have induced us at this time to 


offer them to the conſideration of the public. 


B Ar 


1 J 


Arx no period ſurely did there ever appear 


a more general, or a better. directed zeal for the 
improvement and proſperity of this country. 
Perſons of every rank and denomination ſeem 
at length to be actuated by a truly public and 
national ſpirit. Private men who adventure 
to propoſe ſchemes for the publie good, are 
no longer ridiculed as vain projectors; nor 
are the more extenſive undertakings of ſo- 
 cieties and companies condemned without 
examination, as the engines merely of the 
factious and deſigning, Had we therefore 
this general ſpirit of our countrymen for our 
ſole encouragement, we might reſt aſſured 
that our propoſals would meet with no unfa- 
vourable reception. But when we conſider 
the rapid progreſs which our trade and ma- 
nufactures have actually made within theſe 
few years, and attentively compare the pre- 
ſent ſtate of this country as to theſe particu- 
lars, with what it was in former times, weare 
perſuaded, that an attempt to enlarge and 
beautify this metropolis, will now at length 
be deemed neceſſary. To trace the gradual 
advancement or decay of our trade and ma- 


nufactures, through the ſeveral revolutions. 


which this kingdom has experienced, would 
far exceed the bounds we have preſcribed to 
ourſelves: A very few obſervations will ſuf- 
ficiently anſwer our preſent purpoſe, 


FROM 


1h 


1 1 ] 

Fon the general ſtate of Europe, as 
well as the particular eircumſtances of this 
country, we may ſafely conclude,” that be- 
fore the union of the crow ns in the perſon 
of James VI. the atts of peace were but 
little known or cultivated. Before that pe- 
riod, even thoſe kingdoms which have ſince 
ingroſſed the trade of the world, had made 
but very inconſiderable adrances. Holland, 
a little before this time, had but juſt emerged 
from her fens and marſhes, nor had ſhe at- 
tained that ſecurity which an extended com- 
merce requires. Trade was as 2 t unknown 
in France: That it ever got a footing there, 
muſt be entirely aſeribed to the enterpriſing 
ſpirit of — XIV. and the operations of 
his miniſter Colbert. Though ſome faint 
attempts had been made more early in 
ENGLAND, yet Eliſabeth was the firſt with 


eſtabliſhed the trade of that nation upon a 
ſolid foundation, 2 


No wonder then, if, amidſt the diſtracti- 
ons which conſtantly prevailed | in this coun- 
try, we had neither leiſure nor inclination 
to improve thoſe arts, which are generall 
the offspring of quiet times, and a well- 
ordered ſtate. The imperfection of our 
government and laws, the juriſdiction and 
exorbitant _ of our nobility, the weight 
of perſonal ſervice, _ the obligation of 


the 


„„ 

the military tenure upon their vaſfals, were 
of themſelves obſtructions ſcarce to be ſur- 
mounted: but when we add to theſe, our 
continual wars with ENGLAND, the diſ- 
ſenſions of our great families, our — — 
quarrels, and the frequent minorities of our 
princes, can we be ſurpriſed that our com- 
merce and manufactures were but little the 
objects of attention? Yet even then our 
linen manufacture ſubſiſted, and our fiſhe- 
ries were carried on with ſome ſucceſs, till, 
by the ill- judged laws of ſome of our Kings, 
they were meanly ſacrificed to certain ab- 
ſurd privileges, which were then granted 
to the importunity of the boroughs. © 


Few perſons of any rank, in thoſe days, 
frequented our towns. The manners of 
our peers, of our barons, and chiefs of fa- 
milies, were not formed to brook that equa- 
lity which prevails in cities. The ſolitary 
grandeur of a country-life, at their own ſeats, 
and amidſt their own vaſlals, ſuited better with 
the ſtatelineſs and pride of thoſe petty ſove- 
reigns. EDINBURGH, though perhaps it 
—_ be ſtyled the capital, yet in reality poſ- 
ſeſled none of thoſe advantages by which a 
capital is uſually diſtinguiſhed. © Though 
ſtrengthened by the caſtle at one end, and a 
lake on each ſide, yet was it too near Ex o- 
LAND to be thought perfectly ſecure. Ac- 
3 cCordingly 


oY 


0 180 

cordingly we find, that, till about the union of 
the crowns, the reſidence of the court, the ſeat 
of parliament, and of the courts of juſtice, 
vwere not abſolutely fixed there. Our Kings 
often choſe to reſide at their country-houſes. 
The parliament was as commonly held at 
Perth, at Stirling, at Liulitigou, and other 


towns, as at EDINBURGH, Our courts of 


juſtice were for many _ ambulatory, as 
appears even from the ſtyle of our common 
ſummons. Thus, while trade and manu- 
factures were neglected, while the feudal 
manners prevailed, and the ſeat of govern- 


ment was unfixed, EIN BUZ GH: might be 


large enough to be the capital of Sco r- 
LAND, though then an independent king- 
dom, and yet at this day be too ſmall for 
the chief city of Nox TH BRITAIN. 


TRE union of the crowns took place in 
the beginning of the ſeventeenth century, 
and from that time the ſituation of Sco r- 
LAND was more deplorable than ever. We 
had indeed the honour to ſend a King to 
ENGLAND, but this honour coſt us dear. 
We remained in a ſtrange equivocal ſituation, 
little better than that of a conquered pro- 
vince. The nation was difpirited; the little 
trade we had, languiſhed and decayed; every 
project we formed, ENGLAND diſcouraged ; 
dur great men, who.had now no wars to 

eie wage, 


'1 


1 


vrage, and no court to f̃eſort to, either re- 


tired ſullen to the country, or inliſting with 
foreign princes," vainly laviſned their blood 
in the quarrels of ſtrangers. EDINBURGH 
however began now to increaſe, though by 
very flow degrees. Its neighbourhopd: tb 
— iter had — one 
cauſe of its being ſo little frequented, was 
now the chief reaſon of its increaſe. Prom 
this time it became the ſeat of parliament. 
But of what conſequence was that to the 


city? The parliament met commonly in 


ſummer; it continued ſitting but a few days; 
nor had the members any inducement to 
bring their families to town. For many 
years before the reſtoration, the ſpirit of Fa- 

naticiſm, and the diſtractions of the civil 
war, put an entire ſtop to every national im- 
provement. By the reſtoration, the govern- 
ment was ſeemingly placed upon its ancient 
baſis. But the genius of this country was 
ſtill deprefled, by the ſeverity with which cer- 
tain religious innovations were inforced, by 
the tyranny of the great men intruſted with 
the adminiſtration, and by the arbitrary 
proceedings of the privy council. | 


THE' revolution opened to us a fairer 
pn Liberty was aſcertained and eſta- 
liſhed, our grievances redreſſed, and many 
excellent laws enacted. But the genius and 
| manners 


"PEROT: - 

manners of a people are not to be changed 
by laws alone. To produce ſo important 
an alteration, nothing: leſs will . ſuffice than 
a general _—_ of reformation in the-lead+ 
ing men of a country. What laws can ne- 
ver do, example, imitation, and an attach- 
ment to the manners of the great, will ſoon 
perform. But at the revolution, unhappily 
for this country, no ſuch ſpirit appeared. 
And indeed, if it had appeared, its effects 
could not have been felt very ſenſibly. We 
had ſtill to ſtruggle with thoſe innumerable 
diſadvantages which our incompleat relation 
to ENGLAND occaſioned. 


THE union of the two kingdoms, an 
event equally beneficial to both nations, is 
the great æra from which we may juſtly 
date the revival of that ſpirit and activity 
which the union of the crowns had well 
nigh ſuppreſſed. All the advantages of this 
union, were not indeed for many years 
either fully underſtood, or properly culti- 
vated. The pride of an independent king- 
dom, and our deep-rooted enmity to the 
Engliſh, turned the popular current againſt 
a meaſure which was now become eflential 
to our. very being as a nation. Hence, the 
arts of induſtry which prevailed in ENG» 
LAND, made in this. country but a flow 
progreſs. Our manufactures. were little at- 

3s tended 


a 


tended to. The dependence of our tenants; 
the ſervices to which they were {till * 
their racked rents, ſhort leaſes, and ſmall 
ſtocks, all conſpired to prevent the improve- 
ment of our huſbandry. Before the union, 
our foreign trade was chiefly to France, Hol- 
land, and up the Baltic. The Engliſh high 
duties, to which we now became liable, na- 
turally ſtopped the courſe of that trade, and 
it required time before it could fall into an- 
- other channel. The trade to the Plantations, 
- which the union opened to us, was at firſt 
of little advantage; as we had then no home 
commodities of our own to give in exchange 
for what we imported from them. 


By the treaty of union, certain funds 
were expreſsly deſtined to the improvement 
of. our trade. and manufactures; but fo 
little attention was at that time given to our 
commercial intereſt, that for ſeveral years 
the application of theſe funds was entirely 
neglected. By the 1 5th article of the union, 
a certain ſum was agreed to be paid to this 
kingdom, by way of equivalent for that 
8 of our revenues which were to 

e applied to the payment of the debts of 
ENGLAND. Out of this equivalent L. 2000 
were deſtined to be applied annually for ſe- 
ven years to the promoting and encouraging 
our manufactures and fiſheries. As it was 
. manifeſt, 


[ 7] | 
manifeſt, that, in conſequence of the uni 
our revenues would be conſiderably: es 
ved, it was provided, that an accompt of 
the duties ariſing in SCOTLAND ſhould be 
kept, in order that the preciſe / increaſe of 
theſe duties might be regularly aſcertained ; 
and for ſuch proportion of that increaſe as 
ſhould be applied to the payment of the 
Engliſh debts, a further growing equivalent 
was to be allowed. The overplus of theſe 
ſeveral ſums, after anſwering the uſes to 
vhich they were in the firſt place to be ap- 


lied, was alſo deſtined to the 1 

of our trade and manufactures. Bur as the 
aſcertaining the growing equivalents, and 
adjuſting the ſeveral accompts upon which 
they reſted, were attended with great diffi- 
culties; by an act of the 5th of George I. 
anno 1719, in lieu of all ſuch equivalents, 
certain annuities and proviſions were eſta- 
bliſhed. One of theſe annuities, conſiſting 
of L. 2000 per annum, was appointed to be 
wholly applied towards the promoting the 
fiſheries, manufactures, and other improve- 
ments in SCOTLAND. | AT 


Hap theſe ſeveral regulations been ear] 
and properly followed out, their good ef- 
fects would have ſoon appeared in every part 
of the country: but fo negligent were we 
of our intereſt, - or rather ſo little were we 
* C accuſtomed 


1 46 1 
accuſtomed to attend to matters of this kind, 
that it was full twenty years after the union 
before ane farthing of the ſums which had 
been thus deſtined to the improvement of 
the country, was either applied or made ef- 
fectual. It was not till about the year 1725 
that we came to have a proper ſenſe of this 


unaccountable negligence. At that time a 


better ſpirit began every where to exert itſelf. 
Various plans e rom for the improve- 
ment of our manufactures, and proper 
ſchemes were concerted for obtaining an 
application of the legal funds. At length, 
by the well- judged interpoſition of the Royal 
Boroughs, and the laudable zeal and activi- 
ty of certain perſons who intereſted them- 
ſelves in our public affairs, an act of parlia- 
ment was obtained for carrying theſe bene- 


ficial projects into execution. By this act, 


which was paſſed in the year 1727, his Ma- 
jeſty was impowered to eſtabliſn, by his let- 
ters-patent, a proper plan by which theſe 
legal funds might be wholly applied agree- 
ably to the terms of the 1 5th article of the 
union. By the fame act, he was impower- 
ed to name twenty-one perſons, truſtees and 
commiſſioners for the managing and direct- 
ing theſe ſums according to the eſtabliſhed 
plan. That very year the firſt truſtees were 
appointed by his Majeſty's patent. 'Their 
funds conſiſted of the L. 14,000 Sterling 

ITN; | which 
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| 1 19 1 

which had become due upon the expiration 
of the firſt | ſeven years after the union; f 
the annuity of L. 2000 per annum, provided 
by the act of the 5th'of the late King, and 
of part of the arrears due upon that annuity; 
and, laſtly, of certain ſurpluſages ariſing 
from the duty upon malt. 


THe truſtees have applied theſe funds fo | 
ſucceſsfully, and have exerciſed every part of 75 | 
their office. with ſuch zeal and Eidflneſs) 
that their inſtitution may be juſtly eſteemed: li 
| one of the principal ſources of the many 

improvements which have ſince that period 

been introduced into the country. But the 
difficulties they had to ſtruggle with were ſo 
numerous, and their funds ſo inconſiderable, 
that a very quick progreſs could not be ex- 
pected. In ſome parts of the country, in- 
deed, both trade and manufactures were, 
from about that time, very remarkably in- 
creaſed; yet in EDINBURGH, and the 
neighbourhood of it, there was ſtil} a totab 
ſtagnation. But ſince the year 1746, when 
the rebellion was ſupprefled, a moſt” fur- 
priſing revolution has happened in the affairs 
of this country. The whole ſyſtem of our 
trade, huſbandry, and manufactures, which 
| had hitherto proceeded only by {low degrees, 
| now began to advance with ſuch a rapid and 
general progreſſion, as almoſt exceeds the 


| C 2 bounds 


os 
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bounds of probability. They are no longer 
the detached efforts of Aberdeen, of Glaſgow, 
of Dumfries, or any other ſingle town; but 
it is the united force of the whole nation, 
which ſeems at length to be — * 
Huſbandry, manufactures, general com- 
merce, and the increaſe of uſeful people, 


are become the objects of univerſal atten- 


tion. Theſe are aſſertions, which every 


one who is in any degree acquainted with 


the preſent ſtate of this country, will readily 
admit. It is eaſy, however, to confirm them 
by a few particular inſtances ; and at this 
time it may not be improper. 


THE linen manufacture has ever been 
our ſtaple commodity. Let us ſhortly trace 
its progreſs. Before the inſtitution of the 
truſtees in the year 1727, it was gone almoſt 
to nothing. For ſeveral years after their in- 
ſtitution, its progreſs. was very inconſider- 
able, . that, for the firſt five years, 
ending the iſt of November 173a, the value 
of the linen cloth ſtamped for ſale within 
SCOTLAND, amounted only to L. 662, 938 
Sterling; for the five years ending the 
iſt November 1742, it amounted: to about 
L. 949,221 Sterling: but for the five years 
ending the 1ſt November 1751, it aroſe to 


L. 1,607,680, no leſs than L. 658, 4 59 above 


che halt. mentioned period, and L944,742 


TJ 


above the firſt. | of 14 


Sixcx the year 1746, the following pu- 
blic companies have been eſtabliſhed for = 
carrying on manufactures, or other branches 
of trade, which before that time were ſcarce 
known in this place, viz. the Britiſh linen 
company, the rope and ſail- cloth manufac- 
ture, the iron and carpenter manufacture, 
the whale-fiſhing company, the ſope- work, 
the gold and ſilver lace company, the her- 
ring-tiſhing company, the glaſs- manufacture, 
the ſugar- work. The additional ſum em- 
ployed in the trade of this country by theſe 
ſeveral companies, is very conſiderable. 


To ſhow the increaſe of the conſumption 
of malt by our diſtilleries within the ame 
period, a ſingle example may ſuffice, With- 
in the ſeven years preceding the 1745, there 
were diſtilled in EDINBURGH 185,997 Eng 
liſh gallons of Aquavi æ; but within the ſe- 
ven years preceding the 1752, there were 
diſtilled 723, 1 50 Engliſh gallons: ſo that the 
increaſe ſince the year 1746 is no leſs than 
537153 gallons. ee 


N account of the tonnage: of the ſhip» 
ping which belongs to the port of Leith, 
may ſerve to give us ſome notion of the 

Rn, great 
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great increaſe of our trade within the fame: 
period. The whole ſhipping. in Leith, in 
the year 1692, amounted only to1702 tons. 
In the year 1744 it amounted only to 2285 
tons; ſo ſmall a progreſs had we made in 
the ſpace of fifty-two years. But the ton- 
nage of the ſhips belonging to Leith for this 
preſent year 1752, amounts to 5703 tons. 


WITHIN the ſame time a trade has been 
opened from the port of Leith to the Weſt: 
Indies; turnpike- acts have been obtained 
for repairing the roads in the neighbour- 


hood of this city; and the art of printing 


has been carried to the higheſt, perfection. 
We might produce ſeveral other inſtances to 
the ſame effect; but what has been already 
obſerved, will, if we miſtake not, ſufficient- 
ly anſwer. our preſent purpoſe. .. -. 


Vaklovs reaſons have been aſſigned for 


ſo ſurpriſing a progreſs in the courſe of a 
few years. The money brought into this 
country, in conſequence of the rebellion, 


the price paid for our juriſdictions, and ſome 


other circumſtances of the fame kind, have. 
no doubt had their weight : .but they are by 
no means cauſes adequate to ſo general and 


ſo ſudden an effect. The uncommon at- 


tention which the legiſlature has given, for 
theſe ſix years paſt, to the improvement of 
this 


231 
this country, and the countenance and en- 
couragement which every kind of induſtry 
has met with from our nobility and gen- 
tlemen of fortune, ſeem to afford us 2 
more ſatisfactory ſolution of this queſtion. 
The many excellent laws which have been 
lately made with that view, are too re- 
cent to need being enumerated. - Their good 
effects have in — degree been already 
experienced; of which the general attention 
that they have occaſioned to the true inter- 
eſt of the country, is not the leaſt conſider- 
able. The great ſpring, however, which 
has ſet the whole in motion, is, that ſpirit, 
liberality, and application, with which our 
nobility and landed gentlemen have of late 
engaged in every uſeful project. They are. 
the chief adventurers in our fiſheries, ma- 
nufactures, and trading companies. Ani- 
mated by their example, perſons of every 
rank and profeſſion have caught the ſame 
ſpirit. Whoever reads the liſts of the mem- 
bers that compoſe the ſeveral companies 
which were mentioned above, will find the 
names of merchants make the ſmalleſt part. 
Trade perhaps is not beſt carried on by 
companies when once it is eſtabliſhed ; but 


while it is in its infancy, ſuch combina- 


nations are of the utmoſt conſequence to its 
future advancement. Fg 


THE melancholy view of neglected arts 
| and 


1 4 1 


and induſtry, both in ancient and later? 


times, which has been preſented to us 


this ſhort deduction, is fully recompenſed 


by that fair proſpect which our preſent ſitu- 
ation opens, of e wealth and national 
proſperity. Whoever feel a warm concern 
for the honour and welfare of their country, 
will rejoice in every new opportunity of ex- 
erciſing that generous ſpirit which has pro- 
duced fo happy an alteration. A project 
for enlarging and beautifying this city, could 
never ſurely have been ſuggeſted at a, more 
proper juncture. The improvement of the 
capital muſt neceſſarily bear ſome propor- 


tion to the improvement of the country. 


THE meanneſs of EDINBURGH has 
been too long an obſtruction to our improve- 
ment, and a reproach to SCOTLAND. The 
increaſe of our people, the extenſion of our 
commerce, and the honour of the nation, 
are all concerned in the ſucceſs of this pro- 


Jet. As we have ſuch powerful motives 


prompting us to undertake it; ſo chance has 


furniſhed us with the faireſt opportunity of 


earrying it into execution. Several of the 
principal parts of the town are now lying in 
ruins. Many of the old houſes are decay- 
ed; ſeveral have been already pulled down, 
and probably more will ſoon be in the fame 


condition. If this opportunity be netted: 


is > 
all hopes of remedying the inconveniencies 
of this city are at an ena. 


Tux magiſtrates and town- council, the 


college of juſtice, and ſeveral perſons of ran 


who happened to be in the neighbourhood 
of this place, having at length taken this 
matter under conſideration, came unani- 
mouſly to be of opinion, that a proper plan 
ſhould immediately be drawn a im- 
provements propoſed to be made, and of the 


methods for carrying them into execution. 
With this view committees were choſen by 


the Town- council, by the Lords of Seſſion, 
the Barons of Exchequer, the Faculty of 


Advocates, and the Clerks to the Signet. 


THESE committees having had ſeveral 


meetings, they concerted and agreed upon 


certain propoſals, a full copy whereof is an- 
nexed by way of appendix : the ſubſtance of 


which propoſals may be comprehended un- 


der the following heads. 


IMI, To build upon the ruins on the 


north- ſide of the high ſtreet, an exchange, 
with proper accommodations for our mer- 


a 2do, To erect upon the tuins in the par- 
liament-cloſe, a large building, containing 
D ſuch 


"WOT VI" PTR — . ꝶGꝗuukw ner — 


| ſide. Rot 


1 — — 
5 , .. —˙1˙-—. ˙¹ͥ¹ũ —w ̃ UT Hh b Met WED — . IIs en nn a 
_— —"—Y 7 * a 


; [ 26 ] 

ſuch accommodations as are ſtill wanting for 
the courts. of juſtice, the royal boroughs, and 
town-council, offices for the clerks, proper 
apartments for the ſeveral ' regiſters, and for 
the advocates library. © 1 m 


. 3tio, To obtain an a&:of parliament for 


extending the royalty; to enlarge and beau- 


tify the town, by opening new ſtreets to the 
north and ſouth, removing the markets and 
ſhambles, and turning the North-Loch into 
a canal, with walks and terraſſes on each 


ſ 


4410, TaraT the expence of theſe public 
works ſhould be defrayed by a national con- 


tribution. 


WHAT has already been obſerved, ren- 
ders it unneceſlary to enlarge very particu- 
larly upon the advantages which muſt accrue 
- our country from the execution of this 
plan. © 


THIS is perhaps the only city pretend- 
ing to an extenſive trade, that has no ex- 
change. Our merchants at preſent meet in 
the public ſtreet; where, to the great inter- 


ruption of buſineſs, they tranſact their af- 
fairs in the midſt of that hurry, which the 
continual paſſing of coaches and carriages, 


'and 


„ 


t 

and of numbers of people, neceffarily ors 
eaſion. A proper exchange will at once be 
2 real advantage to our merchants, and create 
an opinion of the importance of our trade. 
Before the year 1366, the merchants of Lox- 
bo met in Lombard-ſtreet, juſt as our mer- 
chants do now at the croſs of EDINBURGH. | 
That year, Sir Thomas Greſham, a private ei- 
tizen, at his on expence, built the exch 

of LoNDON. The firſt ſtones were laid by 
the hands of the aldermen; and, in the pre- 
ſence of Q. Eliſabeth, a herald proclaimed 
it TEE ROYAL EXCHANGE. The name 
of this generous merchant is ſtill held in great 
veneration by the people of ENGLAND. In 
my Lord Cobham's gardens: at Stowe, his buſt 
is placed in the temple of the Engliſh wor- 
thies, with this inſcription. * Sir Thomas 
* Greſham, who, by the honourable profeſ- 
“ ſion of a merchant, having enriched him- 
ſelf and his country, for carrying on the 
* commerce of the world, built the Royal 
Exchange.“ | 37:36 hae 238 


TRE accommodations ſtill wanting to the 
courts of juſtice, Royal Boroughs, and Town- 
council of /EDINBURGH, are fo plainly a 
national concern, that to enlarge upon them 
is unneceſſary. The Advocates library is too 
great an ornament to our country, not to 
merit a place in this new building. It al- 


—— — 
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ready contains between 30 and 40, oo vos 
lumes, beſides a very 
manuſcripts, relating chiefly to the hiſtory, 
laws, and antiquities of Scor LAND. Id is 
daily increaſing; and its a nts, which 
are very incommodious, muſt ſoon be full. 
The ſeveral regiſters appointed by our law, 
are juſtly eſteemed of the greateſt conſe- 
quence to this country. Some of the moſt 


material of them are: The Lord Regiſter's 


office, to which moſt of the records of this 
kingdom 1 law to be tranſmit- 
ted where alſo are kept the acts and proceed- 
ings of the Scots parliament, and all our other 
public archives: — The regiſters kept at the 
Signet-office, Privy Seal, and Chancery; where, 
among other things, are recorded all charters 
and other deeds proceeding from the crown: 


he records kept at the three ſeveral offices 
belonging to the Clerks of Seſſion. In theſe 


are recorded, not only the decrees of the 
court of ſeſſion, but alſo contracts, diſpoſi- 
tions, and other rights and. obligations. 
In theſe alſo are lodged the many valuable 
deeds produced in proceſſes; as likewiſe, the 


warrants of unextracted proceſſes, which are 


now ſwelled to an inconceivable bulk. In 
a word, we may ſafely affirm, that, in a 
courſe of twelve or fifteen years, through 
theſe offices paſs the greateſt part of the va- 
luable rights of SCOTLAND. Beſides theſe, 
there are the general Regiſter of Seiſins; the 

ſeveral 


valuable collection of 


| 
| 


\ 
. 
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ſeveral regiſters 


for the fo 
| ſecuring 1115 ers of land from all hazard, 


129 1 og 
of Iicumbranees upon land- 
rights; and many others too tedious to enu- 
merate. The advantages of theleTeveral re- 
cords, for the preſervation: of valuable deeds, 


ſuch às ate lolt; and for 


are ſufſiclentiy Known The Lori Regifter's 
office is ſo incommodious, and ſ full, that an 
enlargement of it is quite neckſſary. There 
are ſtill unopened, for want of rom, ten hogſ- 
heads of papers, which, witk the other re- 
cords, had been taken'away dy Over Crom- 
wel, and were brought back from LoN DON 
in the ycar 1660. The other offices are moſt- 
y kept in hired houſes, and in different quar- 
ters of the town. They already begin to run 

into confuſion; which muſt ſoon be inextri- 
cable. They Denon to numerous acci- 
dents, particularly that of fire from the con- 
tiguous houſes. What a dreadful calamity 
the burning any of theſe repoſitories would 
be to the nation, every one muſt -acknow- 
ledge. In the year 1700, the regiſter of the 
commiſſion of teinds was deſtroyed by fire; 
and not above two years ago, one of the 
clerk's offices run the utmoſt hazard of the 
fame misfortune. If every gentleman be 


— to provide a ſecure repoſitory for his 


n deeds, onght he not to think it 
equally his intereſt to contribute to a build- 
ing, which may be juſtly ad The great 
charter room of the nation 3 


THE 
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yt T H E extending the royalty, and en- 


fargement of che town, mate no doubt the 


moſt important article. So neceſſary and 
ſo, conſiderable an improvement of the capi- 


tal cannot fail to have the greateſt ipfluence 
on the general proſperity of the nation. It 
is a vulgar miſtake, that che greateſt part of. 


guy principal families chuſe to reſide at 


oN pON. This indeed is true wich regard 
* \ | . | 

to a few of our members of | parliament, and 
ſome particular families whO were ſettled 
there before the union. The reſt go only 
occaſionally; and if their ſtay be Jang, 
and their expence by conſequence greater 
than this country can well bear, it muſt be 
entirely imputed to the preſent form and ſi- 


tuation of EDINBURGH. Were theſe in 
any tolerable degree remedied, our peo- 


ple of rank would hardly prefer an obſcure 
life at LonDoN, to the ſplendor and in- 
fluence. with which they might reſide at 
home. An uninterrupted country-life,is what 
they will never be brought to ſubmit to. 
Attention to the forming an. intereſt, the 
pleaſures of retirement, or a taſte for:agri- 
culture, may induce them poſſibly to paſs 
ſome part of their time at their country-ſeats ; 
more cannot reaſonably be expected. It 
might indeed be otherwiſe in ancient times, 
when the feudal cuſtoms prevailed, with 


their large dependencies and extenſive ju- 


riſdictions. The inſtitution of our govern- 
ment 


1 * 
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ment is now different: our manners muſt 
be different alſo. A nation cannot at this 
day be conſiderable, unleſs it be opulent. 
Wealth is only to be obtained by trade and 
commerce, and theſe are only carried on to 
advantage in populous Cities. There alſo 
we ſind the chief objects of pleaſure and am- 
bition, and there conſequently all thoſe will 
flock whoſe circumſtances can afford it. 
But can we expect, that perſons of fortune 
in SCOTLAND will exchange the handſome 
ſeats they generally poſſeſs in the country, 
for the ſcanty lodging, and paltry accommo- 
dations they muſt put up with in EDp1N- 
BURGH ? It is not choice, but neceſſity, 


- which obliges them to go fo frequently to 


LonDoN. Let. us improve and enlarge 
this city, and poſſibly the ſuperior pleaſures 
of LoxDoN, which is at a diſtance, will 
be compenſated, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, by 
the moderate pleaſures of EDI N BURGER, 
which is at home. | 


IT has been objected, That this project 
may occaſion the centre of the town to be 
deſerted. But of this there can be no ha- 
zard. People of fortune, and of a certain 
rank, will probably chuſe to build upon 
the fine fields which lie to the north and 
ſouth of the town: but men of profeſ- 
ſions and buſineſs of every kind will 
ſtill incline to live in the neighbourhood of 

the 
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the exchange, of the courts of juſtice, and 
other places of public reſort; and the num- 
ber of this laſt claſs of men will increaſe 


in a much greater proportion, than that of 


the former. Turin, Berlin, and many other 
cities, ſhew the truth of this obſervati- 
on. In theſe cities, what is called the cu⸗ 
town, conſiſts of ſpacious, ſtreets and large 
buildings, which are thinly inhabited, and 


that too by ſtrangers chiefly, and perſons 
of conſiderable rank; - while the od town, 


though not near ſo. commodious, is more 


crouded than before theſe fate additions 
were made. The national advantages which 
a populous capital muſt neceſſarily produce, 

a, people 


are abvious. A great concourſe 
brought within a ſmall- compaſs, . occaſions 


a much greater confumption than the ſame 


number would do diſperſed over a wide coun- 
try. As the conſumption is greater, ſo is it 
quicker and more diſcernible Hence follows 
a more rapid circulation of money and o- 
ther commodities, the great ſpring which 
gives motion to general induſtry and improve- 


ment. The example ſet by the capital, the 


nation will ſoon follow. The certain conſe- 
quence is, general wealth and proſperity: the 


number of uſeful people will increaſe; the 


rents of land riſe; the public revenue im- 
prove; and, in the room of ſloth and po- 


verty, will ſucceed induſtry and opulence. 
Ancient commerce was all carried on by 


great 


TY 
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great and populous: cities. Modern com- 
merce was firſt revived in Venice, Genoa, 
and the other large Italian towns, where 
the great and opulent were in uſe to re- 
ſort. The ſame obſervation holds at this 
day. Holland in particular is little elſe 
than a wide extended city, full of in- 
habitants, induſtrious and indefatigable. 
Enormous cities are ſometimes indeed at- 


tended with real diſadvantages, for which 


no wealth can make amends; ſuch as vicious 
luxury, à general depravation of manners, 
and a looſe or neglected police. But let us 
boldly enlarge EDINBURGH to the utmoſt. 
As it is not the ſeat of government, it can 
never become the centte of luxury and vice. 
When we have fully removed the ineonve- 
niencies which render it at preſent an ob- 
ſtruction to the proſperity of the eountry, it 


will be time enough to guard againſt the diſ- 


advantages of too bulky a capital. About 


the time of the revolution, if we may bes 


lieve Sir William Petty, the number of in- 
habitants in DUBLIN did not much exceed 
what EDINBURGH contains at preſent; but 
by following meaſures ſimilar to thoſe which 


are here propoſed, that city is now incredr- 
bly'enlarged, and the number of its inha- 
bitants nearly tripled. What advances IR E- 
LAND has made in manufactures and com- 
merce, are well known. Their nobility go 
more rarely to LONDON, and reſide more at 


E DUBLIN ; 
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. 
DUBLIN ; their public entertainments are 
under the beſt regulations, and their the- 
atre even rivals that of LoN DON. The 
DUBLIN ſociety were the firſt who gave 
vigour' to their manufaQures, by the diſtri- 
bution of well-judged premiums: but, in 
tmitation of the capital, the ſame practice is 
become univerſal ; and at every quarter-ſefli- 
ons in the country, premiums are diſtributed 
with the greateſt ſucceſs. TL 


THE laſt article of our preſent propofal 
is, that the expentce of this undertaking 
ſhould be defrayed by a national contribu- 
tion. As it is of the utmoſt conſequence, 
to prevent every ſuſpicion, that the money 
which is to be levied, may be either im- 
bezzled or miſapplied, the greateſt care has 


been taken in concerting this part of the 


ſcheme. It is propoſed, that there ſhould-be 
thirty-three Directors; eleven to be choſen 
by the College of Juſtice and Barons of Ex- 
chequer ; ten by the other Subſcribers ; eight 
by the Magiſtrates and Council ; and that the 
Provoſt for the time, and other three of the 
Magiſtrates, ſhould be Directors in virtue of 
their office. The Lords of Seſſion, Barons 


of Exchequer, Faculty of Advocates, Clerks 


to the Signet, and Town-council, have al- 
ready choſen their ſeveral Directors; and a 
Jiſt of their names is annexed.” The Sub- 
ſeribers are to chuſe the other ten 
2 . 22 
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22d of November. We are at liberty to aſ. 
ſure the public, that ſeveral perſons of the 
firſt rank in the nation, who have already 
ſubſcribed. liberally to this undertaking, will 
not decline acting as Directors in the con- 
ducting ſo great and ſo uſeful an underta- 
king. It is alſo propoſed, that the money 
ſhould be paid in to either of the banks, to 
be called 46 as occaſion requires; ſo there 
will be no need to lodge it in the hands of 
any private caſhier. 


Suc being the nature and end of theſe pro. 
poſals, we can have little doubt but they will 
meet with general encouragement. . Whos 
ever is warmed with a ſincere concern for the 


_ proſperity of his country, will chearfully con- 


tribute to ſo national an undertaking.  Ex- 
tenſive projects, which little minds are apt to 
condemn as impracticable, ſerve only to ex- 
cite generous Grits to act with greater in- 
duſtry and vigour. Peace is now generally 
eſtabliſhed ; the rage of faction in this coun- 
try is greatly abated ; there is a concur- 
rence of almoſt every circumſtance, which 
can prompt us to undertake, or enable us tq 
execute great deſigns. Such of our young 
men of rank and fortune as are not ſunk in 
low pleaſures, muſt find employment of ſome 
kind or other. If the great objects of war 
and faction no longer preſent themſelves, 
may they not find a more humane, and 
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not leſs intereſting exerciſe of their active 
powers, in promoting and cultivating the 

eneral arts of peace? In the reign of Queen . 

liſabeth, ENGLAND was but a forming 
Nate, as SCOTLAND is now. It was then 
that the ſpirit of the Engliſh began to exert 
itſelf. Ships were fitted out, nay fleets were 
equipped, by private gentlemen. In the 
fame manner public buildings were erected, 
colonies were ſettled, and new diſcoveries 
made. In a leſſer degree, the ſame diſpoſi- 
tion begins to diſcover itſelf in this country, 
Building bridges, repairing high-roads, eſta- 
bliſhing manufactures, forming commercial 
companies, and opening new veins of trade, 
are employments which have already thrown 
a luſtre upon ſome of the firſt names of this 
country. The little detail of an eſtabliſhed 
commerce, may ingroſs the attention of the 
merchant: bur it is in proſecution of greater 
objects, that the leading men of a country 
ought to exert their power and influence. 
And what greater object can be preſented 
to their view, than that of enlarging, beau- 
tifying, and improving the capital of their 
native country? What can redound more to 
their own honour? what prove mote beneti- 
cial to SCOTLAND, and by conſequence to 
UNITED BRITAIN? OW 
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As the city of EpinBuRGn is the mes 

tropolis of this part of the "unite 
kingdom, the ſeat of the ſupreme courts 
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the repoſitory of our archives, land -i bits, 


and other valuable ſecurities; and, bèfides, 
has now the faireſt * of becoming 
a place conſiderable for trade and manufac- 
tures; it is natural for all who wiſh'well ta 
the public, to deſire ſuch a city were more 
compleatly appointed than' it-is in ſeveral re- 
pets; and the following particulars' ſeem 
to be what moſt people agree call for moſt 
„ 070 

THE city at preſent has no hall or bo- 
rough-room- for the boroughs of ScoT- 
LAND to meet in at their,annual conven- 
tion, or for the reception of any perſon of 
diſtinction by the magiſtrates; neither is 
there any convenient council-chamber, 


_- 


THE Judges of the courts of Seſſion and 
Exchequer have not- proper apartments for 
their going into before they are ready. to 
take their ſeats on the bench, and for re- 
tiring to. ; 
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TE Director of the Chancery, the 


Clerks of Seſſion, Juſticiary, and Commiſ- 


ſion of Teinds, the Clerks to the Signet, 
and the Keeper of the General Regiſter of 
Seiſins, whoſe; offices ought all to be near 
the courts, have moſt of them no certain 
and fixed places, but are obliged to tale pri- 
vate houſes or their accommodation ; . and 
the — — which any of them dere, 
are neither commodious nor lafe. — 


"Tus Lord Reg ciſter's office, which i is kept 
immediately 3 the ſeſſion-houſe, is now 
quite full, and ſo cannot receive the regiſters 
which from time to time fall to be tranſmit- 
ted to it by the different Clerks through the 
kingdom; nor is there any convenicncy for 
putting up in it what valuable regiſters and 
papers may be found in the hogſheads there, 
which have long been propoſed to be exe 
mined with care, as indeed they deſerve to 
be: and, beſides, one of the rooms where 
this office is kept, is too damp, and very im- 
proper for preſerving records. 


Tux Lawyers library, which does. ſo 
work. honour to this country, and is increa- 
ling daily, has. not a ſuitable apartment. 


TnERE is no exchange for merchants 
8 people of buſineſs to meet in. 
THERE 


l 


it it happens that at preſent there is an oppor : 


| Chancery, the lerks of Seſſibn, Juſticiary, 
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TukRx is no proper communication bee 
tween: the city and: tire fields immediately to 
the ſouth and north; which; in the'view of 
an extenſion of the ro yalty, a thing much 
to be wiſhed for, would be abſolutely ne- 
cellary ; and the want of 2 neee 
is ent inconenient. ob: 


mr 5. wy ©, 


- Prom: 


heli che Ads moſt & defiderare 


tunity to have them ſupplied with far greater 
eaſe than could been propoſed for ſome ages. 
before this, or can leren eee he 1 
hereafter. 7 


Fon the ruins adjoining 10 the ſeſſion- 
houſe are in the hands of the magiſtrates of 
EDINBURGH,” who are willing the whole 
of that fine area, except the ſpace neceſſary 
for a borough- room and council-chamber, 
be employed for accommodating the courts 
of juſtice and the public; the — — may 
have there convenient a 2 to go into 
before they take their ſeats nch, 
and . retiring to; 2 — a the 


and! Commiſſion of Teinds, the Clerks to 
= . aud che Keeper! of the General 
iſter of Seifins;” may irhere have conve- 
nt-offices;:*thehawyers library: may have | 

A 2 Gille room; and by its — moved 


from 


. 
from the place where it is at preſent," a con- 
venient addition may be made to the Lord 
Regiſter's office. Een 
- AGAIN, for anſwering the view of an 
exchange, it happens, that the place moſt 
commodious for it is at preſent in ruins; and 
there is reaſon to believe, that all the pro- 
prietors will be diſpoſed to ſell for a rational 
price, in order to forward ſo public an un- 
| AND, in like manner, which will greatly 
facilitate the communication with the north, 
moſt of the houſes which ſtood in the place 
where this communication would moſt com- 
modjoully fall to be made, are now totally 
ruinous, and may eaſily be purchaſed. 


Iłx is hence apparent, that NOW is the 
time for ſetting about the above neceſſary 
undertakings. Di 03 405 Ts 


IN order to carry the ſame into execution, 
a voluntary ſubſcription has been propoſed, 
and is already begun; and from the uni- 
verſal approbation the ſcheme meets with, 
there ſeems to be good ground to hope mo- 
ney will be raiſed ſufficient to carry it on; 
and therefore it will be proper to — 


W 


1 
the following A humbly ſuggeſted to be con- 


ſidered, 


Tnar the conduct and direction of che 
whole ſcheme ſhould be lodged in thirty- 


three Directors, of whom ſeventeen to he a 


[ 


Worum. lde 55 10158 
. THAT three of theſe Directors be choſen 
by the Senators of the College of aſt 
two by the Barons of Exchequer, three by 
the Fa | 
Clerks to the Signet, ten by thoſe who ſub- 


{cribe. to the extent of L. 5 Sterling, eight 


Ea Magiſtrates and Town-couneil of 
DINBURGH ,..and that the Lord Provoſt 
the Dean of Guild, the Treaſurer, and 
Deacon-Conveener, for the time being, {hall 
ex officio be Directors, beſides the above eight, 


Tua where any perſon choſen. by the 


Town-council to be an ordinary Director 


happens. to hold any of the aforeſaid offices, 
which without any election intitle to be Di- 
rectors, that it ſhall be in the power of the 
council to ele& a temporary Director; who 
ſhall have power to act as a Director ſo long 
as the ordinary Director continues to hold th 


office which intitles to the direction ex officio, | 


and thereafter his power to determine. 
SR CET THAT 


o 4 4 


ice, 


aculty of Advocates, three by the 
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fat 


Tur theſe Directors hall be choſen * 
the ſeveral bodies above mentioned, as ſoon 


* 


as poſſible; only that the election of Di- 


rectors by the Subſcribers ſhall be 8 


till the 22d of November firſt. 


\ $934 
F 


Tait in caſe of the death of any of 4 


Directors, his ſucceſſor ſhall be chal by 


the ſame body that had. elected him, except 
he was choſen by the Subſcribers ; in which 
caſe, to prevent unneceſſary delays, it is pro- 


poſed that the ſurviving Directors ſhall have 


power to name his ſucceſſor. 


THAT as the Directors are to have the 
ordering of every thing relating to the exe- 
cution of the work, ſo no part of the money 


ſubſcribed, or to be ſubſcribed for, ſhall be 


exigible except upon the order of the Di- 
rectors. 


THAT when money is called for from the 
ſubſcribers, it ſhall be paid over to any of 
the two banks the ſubſcriber pleaſes; and the 
Caſhier's receipt to be ſufficient exoneration 
to the Subſcribers, and the money to remain 
in the bank till the Directors have occaſion 
for it to carry on the undertaking. 


AND whereas an act of parliament will be 


neceſſary, 1 in order to annex ſo much _ - 
A 


/ 


ſhall be thought proper on the north- ſide of 
the North-Loch, (on which ftreets are to be 
laid out and houſes to be built), to the 


royalty of EDINBURGH,: and alſo ſome 


other parts round the city not now un- 
der the royalty, That it ſhall be in the 


wer of the faid Directors, to determine 
when ſuch a& of parliament ſhall be applied 
for, and to prepare a proper act, and give | 


proper directions for carrying the 


through, and for preparing the ſtreets and 
avenues to lead from the high-town towards 
the places to be brought uudca the royalty. 


IT is alſo underſtood and agreed, That if 
there be an excreſcence of the ſubſcription- 
money more than ſhall be ſufficient to defray 
and complete the expence of the propoſals 
now in view, that the Directors ſhall have 
power to employ or apply that excreſcence to 
any public uſe within or adjacent to the city 
of EDINBURGH, as they ſhall think moſt 
proper for the advantage of the town. 
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- The i pris name ane the ns Sede 
4 to execute th ein W Set 


"a. 


The Right Honourable the Lord Preſident, 1510 


The Honourable the Lord Minto. - 
'The en the Lord. Dyamamore, 


9 


3 the Barons of Exchequer. 


The Right Honourable the Lord Chief Baron. 
The Honourable Baron Maule. 


By 'the Town-council of Edinburgh. 


The Right Honourable George Drummond, OE 
Lord Provoſt. 

_ Bailie John Broun. | „ 
Dean of Guild James Stuart. | 
Mr David Flint, Old Dean of Guild. 

Mr Alexander Kincaid, Old Bailie. 

Conveener James Ker. 

Mr William Keir, Deacon of the Baxters, 

Mr Alexander Sharp, Merchant. 

Mr William Alexander, Old Provoſt, 

Treaſurer William Sands. L727] 

Mr Gavin Hamilton, late Bailie, 

Mr George Cuningham, Deacon of the Surgeans, 


— 


By the Faculty of Advocates. 


Mr Robert Dundas, 'Dean of Faculty. 
Mr Alexander Boſwel. 
Mr Gilbert Elliot. 


By the Clerks to the Signet. 


Mr Alexander Macmillan, Keeper of the Signet. 
Mr Hew Crawfurd. 
Mr John Mackenzie. 
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